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 Executive Summary 

Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) continues to be a priority for South Yorkshire Police due to the significant 
impact offending has on vulnerable victims.  

As part of the Force-wide thematic lead review, the governance over CSE is now owned by Protecting 
Vulnerable People (PVP) Performance and Governance. A new thematic lead has been appointed and an 
updated review of guidance and processes is underway. The 2020-2021 Child Abuse and Exploitation 4P1 
Strategy remains in place, with interlinking delivery plans across vulnerability leads.  

The drive to tackle CSE cannot be solved in isolation and therefore a move to incorporating CSE into an 
overarching child exploitation strategy continues. The overall goal of this is to encourage reporting, improve 
information sharing, and increase intelligence submissions, in order to meet the ultimate aim of protecting 
children from exploitation, whilst taking all opportunities to prosecute and disrupt offenders.  

A county-wide Child Exploitation Group continues to evolve with a focus on improving partnership working 
and information sharing, along with highlighting best practice and addressing any operational issues. 
Protecting Vulnerable People teams also continue to conduct weekly or fortnightly partnership child 
exploitation meetings at a local level. 

The full effect of Covid 19 is to be assessed, however, initial indications show that perpetrators, possibly due 
to restrictions, have moved increasingly to online offending. Reporting has increased in this area and as 
national lockdown measures ease; careful monitoring will be required to establish whether the online trend 
remains or whether this will return to a more traditional form of contact offending. An increase in reporting 
could also be encountered as restrictions ease, which will again be monitored.  

Crime recording issues continue to pose limitations within analysis of CSE; CSE and Child Sexual Abuse 
(CSA) flagging appears inconsistent at times and deficiency around ethnicity data continues. We are, 
however, increasing the accuracy of the data we hold year on year and SYP is pursuing a data quality 
campaign to increase performance in this area. Training has already taken place for all staff in the local Multi 
Agency Safeguarding Hubs (MASH). Effective recording of all known details is essential to ensure an 
understanding around the risks that different individuals and groups pose to all children in South Yorkshire. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Prepare, Protect, Pursue, Prevent. 
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 Key Findings 

• Early identification of CSE is a necessity; this highlights the need for ongoing collaboration with partners through 

the established local Community Safety Partnership and Safeguarding Children’s Partnership sub-groups and data 

sharing with partners. 

• Historically, reports of CSE have increased year on year with a peak in 2018 before a decline in 2019. The volume 

of crimes reported during 2020 increased by 14 per cent compared to 2019, however, volumes of current offences 

(i.e., those committed in 2020) decreased by 13 per cent as opposed to reports of non-recent abuse / offences. 

Almost half of all offences recorded in 2020 were non-recent offences (i.e., committed prior to 2020), with 48 per 

cent reported more than two years after the offence had taken place compared to 42 per cent in 2018 and 37 per 

cent in 2019.  

• The coronavirus pandemic is likely to have led to an increase in non-recent abuse being reported as victims had 

the opportunity to reflect on their past experiences and report childhood abuse.  

• Sheffield and Rotherham recorded higher levels of offences committed in 2020, accounting for 31 per cent and 30 

per cent of offences respectively. Barnsley recorded 19 per cent of current offences, followed by Doncaster with 

15 per cent. 

• There has been a 34 per cent (-119) decrease in child protection referrals relating to CSE in 2020 compared to 

2019, with the majority of referrals in 2020 coming from Police (59 per cent). We attribute this, in part, to the Covid-

19 pandemic and the lack of contact children will have had with professionals such as teachers, who in previous 

years have been responsible for a higher rate of referrals. Rotherham was responsible for submitting the highest 

volume of referrals (45 per cent), followed by Sheffield (22 per cent), Barnsley (16 per cent) and Doncaster (10 per 

cent)..  

• Child Abduction Warning Notices (CAWN) are intended as a disruption tool to prevent inappropriate contact by 

adults with children who might be at risk of harm as a result of their relationship. Between 5 December 2017 and 

31 December 2020, only 10 individuals who had been issued with a warning notice were also suspects in offences 

of child abduction; this equates to 6 per cent of CAWN recipients breaching the conditions of the notice, which 

suggests that they are a very effective tool.   

• The majority of CSE offending continues to occur online. There was no notable increase in cyber offending in 2020 

compared to 2019, although there was a decrease in contact offences compared to 2019, so online offending made 

up a higher proportion of the total. 

• Nationally, 2020 saw a 77 per cent increase in self-generated indecent images compared to 2019 and over 80 per 

cent of these images were created by children aged 11-13 years. This pattern has been reflected in South 

Yorkshire, where analysis of a sample of online CSE crimes revealed 50 per cent related to sharing of self-

generated images.  

• There has been an increase in reports of blackmail in which perpetrators elicit images from a child and then 

blackmail/threaten them to produce further images or engage in sexual behaviour. It is likely that this is largely 

under-reported and is more prevalent than current volumes suggest. 

• Assessment of victim vulnerability found that approximately one third of children who were subject to CSE in 2020 

had previously been a victim of sexual abuse. This is a key indicator of future vulnerability, and it is vital that victims 

of sexual abuse are provided with support, through services such as the independent sexual violence advisor 

service, to deal with their trauma and prevent re-victimisation. 

• Likewise, assessment of suspect vulnerability indicated that more than half of suspects in 2020 had at least one 

vulnerability, including mental health, learning difficulties and substance misuse. It is important that alongside 

enforcement we also utilise intervention and prevention tactics for those who recognise their behaviour is wrong 

and wish to seek help. For example, potential grooming offenders should be signposted to appropriate support 

services such as the Lucy Faithfull Foundation2, who can offer advice to those who pose a sexual risk to children. 

• There appears to be a continuing relationship between poverty and higher levels of CSE. Children in these areas 

can be deprived of both tangible items, such as clothes and money, or intangible items, such as positive emotional 

relationships, and offenders can exploit this to gain the trust of vulnerable children. 

 

 

 

 

 
2 https://www.lucyfaithfull.org.uk/ 

https://www.lucyfaithfull.org.uk/


FOR PUBLIC USE 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Overview 

 What is Child Sexual Exploitation? 

Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) is a form of Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) that may be perpetrated in person or online 

either as an individual incident or series of incidents over time. The official definition3 is provided below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the defining aspects of CSE that separates it from CSA is the presence of some form of exchange between the 

victim and the perpetrator, whether tangible (e.g., drugs) or intangible (e.g., affection). However, it is important to 

recognise that this assumption may have the effect of placing the responsibility with the victim by framing the abuse as 

reciprocal4; it is vital to understand that regardless of any perceived or actual exchange, that the blame lies with the 

perpetrator and not the victim.  

 

The hidden nature of child sexual abuse and exploitation means that it is difficult to accurately assess prevalence and 

scale of offending. The effect of CSE on victims, families and communities is widespread and long-lasting; CSE has 

been shown to affect victims’: 

 

• Physical and mental health and well-being 

• Education, training, and future employment  

• Family relationships 

• Friends and social relationships 

• Relationships with their own children in future. 

 

It is therefore critical for Police and partners to use their professional judgement and knowledge to safeguard vulnerable 

children and pursue sexual offenders.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
3 Department of Education (February 2017) 
4 Working effectively to address Child Sexual Exploitation: An evidence scope (Research in Practice, September 2017) 

Child sexual exploitation occurs where an individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to 
coerce, manipulate or deceive a child or young person under the age of 18 into sexual activity (a) in exchange 
for something the victim needs or wants, and/or (b) for the financial advantage or increased status of the 
perpetrator or facilitator. The victim may have been sexually exploited even if the sexual activity appears 
consensual. Child sexual exploitation does not always involve physical contact; it can also occur through the use 
of technology. 
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 What are the different types of CSE? 

Children and young people can be sexually exploited in different ways, understanding how this occurs can be useful in 

providing the correct support to victims and families. 

 

As research into CSE improves our understanding of offending and the interactions between perpetrator and victim, 

these models may change. It is also important to recognise that offenders may employ various methods and models to 

groom or exploit children and that some CSE may not fit into the models currently described by research. 

 

• Organised / network – Young people are passed through networks and forced / coerced into sex with multiple 

perpetrators. They may also be forced to recruit other young people. 

• Inappropriate relationship – The perpetrator has inappropriate power over a young person. For example, 

physical, financial, emotional or an age gap. The victim may believe they are in a loving relationship.  

• Gang-associated – A young person may be exploited within a gang context. For example, as part of an initiation 

ritual, punishment or as means of gaining status within the gang’s hierarchy.  

• Online grooming – Adults or peers can deceive young people into engaging in sexual chat or producing sexual 

images. They can also be manipulated into meeting in person or blackmailed for further images / sexual activity.  

• Older boyfriend / girlfriend – Involves an adult grooming a young person into what they believe is a relationship 

and then forcing or coercing them into sex with friends or associates.  

• Peer on peer – Exploitation can occur between young people of a similar age. A young person may befriend 

another and then force or coerce them into sex with peers or associates.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As per the models outlined, analysis has been completed to develop an understanding of which models are commonly  
seen across South Yorkshire. The most common model was online, followed by inappropriate relationships and peer 
on peer abuse. It should be noted that the models were applied as a best fit according to the information available in 
the investigation summary and therefore should be used as an indicator rather than an evidence base. 
 

 Who is at risk of being sexually exploited? 

Models of 
CSE 

Inappropriate 
Relationship: 

 
The perpetrator has 

inappropriate power over a 
young person e.g., physical, 
financial, emotional or age 

gap. The victim may believe 

Organised/Network: 
 

Young people are passed 
through networks and 

forced/coerced into sex with 
multiple perpetrators. They 

may also be forced to recruit 
other young people. 

Gang-associated: 
 

A young person may be 
exploited within a gang 

context e.g., as part of an 
initiation ritual, punishment or 

as means of gaining status 
within the gang hierarchy. 

Online Grooming: 
 

Adults or peers can deceive 
young people into engaging in 
sexual chat or producing 
sexual images. They can also 
be manipulated into meeting 
in person or blackmailed for 

Older 
“boyfriend/girlfriend”: 

 
Involves an adult grooming a 
young person into what they 
believe is a relationship and 

then forcing or coercing them 
into sex with friends or 

Peer on Peer: 
 

Exploitation can occur 
between young people of 

similar age. A young person 
may befriend another and then 
force or coerce them into sex 

with peers or associates. 
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Children of all ages, gender, ethnicity, social and economic status can be sexually exploited, although identified victims 

are most commonly girls aged 12-15. In 2020 in South Yorkshire, victims of CSE were mostly female (75 per cent) and 

aged 13-15 (51 per cent).  

 

Although any child can be a victim of CSE it is acknowledged that there are a number of factors that may increase the 

vulnerability of a child to sexual exploitation. However, some victims of CSE may exhibit none of these ‘vulnerabilities’ 

and, equally, a large proportion of children with one or more ‘vulnerabilities’ will not become a victim of CSE. The key 

element for abuse to occur is the presence, motivation and opportunity of an offender.5 

 
Fig. 2 shows the vulnerabilities commonly associated with being more likely to experience CSE, and the indicators that 

suggest a child may already be coming to harm (whether CSE or otherwise). Those in the middle are both vulnerabilities 

and indicators relating to CSE. 

 

Children absent from school, excluded from education and those displaying sexually inappropriate behaviour can also 

be considered indicators that the child or young person is being exploited.  

 

 Media and Public Perception of CSE 

CSE attracts local and national media, which has heavily focused on “grooming gangs” where males of mainly Asian 

heritage commit offences against white working-class females6. However, this type of offending and suspect ethnicity 

make up only a fraction of CSE offences7.  

 

Forces and charities across the UK continue to run awareness campaigns around CSE, particularly in terms of online 

grooming, which is overtaking contact offending in prevalence8. The increasing trend linked to online offending is likely 

to continue. This has been compounded by the coronavirus pandemic, which forced a rapid increase in the amount of 

technology present in the home as schools and businesses moved to remote working. There is potentially a gap in 

knowledge and awareness by parents and caregivers about how to remain safe online, thereby leaving more children 

vulnerable to targeting by online offenders who can take advantage of this increased screen time.  

 

 

 

 
5 Working effectively to address Child Sexual Exploitation: An evidence scope (Research in Practice, September 2017) 
6 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-south-yorkshire-54599753: Rotherham child sex abuse inquiry: 15 arrests in Operation Stovewood (Oct 2020) 
7 https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/dec/15/child-sexual-abuse-gangs-white-men-home-office-report (Dec 2020) 
8 https://www.occrp.org/en/daily/13703-uk-arrests-nearly-5-000-online-child-sexual-abusers (Jan 2021) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-south-yorkshire-54599753
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/dec/15/child-sexual-abuse-gangs-white-men-home-office-report
https://www.occrp.org/en/daily/13703-uk-arrests-nearly-5-000-online-child-sexual-abusers
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 Offences 

 Volume 

Between April 2018 and March 2019 there were 11,554 CSE offences recorded nationally9, of which 4 per cent were 
recorded in South Yorkshire. It is widely known that most sexual exploitation remains unreported, therefore the true 
scale of offending is unknown. 
 
There were 494 crimes reported across the Force in 2020 tagged with the CSE keyword, representing an increase of 
14 per cent compared to 2019. The number of offences committed (offences that have taken place during 2020) in 
South Yorkshire has declined for the last three years from a peak of 338 in 2018 to 216 in 2020, although the coronavirus 
pandemic restrictions will have impacted on this in 2020. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig.3 shows 
the volume of reported CSE offences over the 12-month analysed period. 
 

  What sort of offences were committed in 2020? 

The most common Home Office sub-groups over the previous 12 months were “other sexual offences” (56 per cent), 

“miscellaneous crimes against society” (27 per cent) and “rape” (10 per cent). These are explored in more detail below: 

 

Other sexual offences 

The HO sub-group “other sexual offences” comprises 

mainly sexual activity with a child, sexual assault on a 

child and sexual grooming offences. Offences of this 

nature have shown an overall decline over the course 

of the last 12 months. The distribution of offending in 

2020 was very similar to that in 2019 in that, although 

the overall volumes were lower, proportionally there 

were no significant differences. Sexual activity with a 

child under 16 was the most common (48 per cent), 

followed by sexual activity with a child under 13 (22 per 

cent) and sexual grooming (22 per cent). Sexual 

assaults accounted for 9 per cent of offending, which is 

in line with the previous year’s figures, although most 

offences occurred before or after lockdown measures were in place. 

 

Most offences were recorded in Sheffield (35 per cent), followed by Rotherham (28 per cent), Doncaster (17 per cent) 

and Barnsley (16 per cent), with the remainder not recorded.  

 

 

 

 
9 https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/childsexualabuseappendixtables 
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Miscellaneous crimes against society 

This category relates to offences of take / make / 

distribute indecent images, a proportion of which 

will include victims of CSE who have been 

deceived or manipulated into sending photos or 

videos of themselves to offenders online. There 

has been a 4 per cent increase in these offences 

compared to 2019. As seen in the graph, there has 

been no distinguishable pattern of offending 

throughout 2020, although the trend line does 

suggest an overall decline in offences recorded.  

 

Most offences were recorded in Rotherham (41 

per cent), followed by Sheffield (24 per cent), 

Doncaster (21 per cent) and Barnsley (14 per 

cent). For both Rotherham and Doncaster, these figures are a higher proportion than overall CSE figures, suggesting a 

need for education around safety online.  

 

Rape 

Rape offences accounted for 10 per cent (21) of 

CSE offences in 2020, however, only one of these 

related to rape of a male. It is well-documented that 

male victims are far less likely than females to 

disclose sexual abuse for various reasons10. 

 

Most offences were recorded in Barnsley (38 per 

cent), with Rotherham and Sheffield both recording 

19 per cent of offences and Doncaster recording 

no CSE-related rapes in 2020.  

 
 
 

 Child Protection Referrals 

There has been a 34 per cent (-119) decrease in CSE child protection referrals in 2020 compared to 2019, with the 

majority of referrals in 2020 coming from Police (59 per cent).  

 

Rotherham was responsible for submitting the highest volume of referrals (45 per cent), followed by Sheffield (22 per 

cent), Barnsley (16 per cent) and Doncaster (10 per cent). However, it should be noted that Sheffield was the only 

district to see a reduction in referrals in 2020; the reason for this is unknown. 

 

The reduction in volume experienced in 2020 is likely largely because of the coronavirus pandemic. The closure of 

schools and disruption to other services during lockdown has prevented practitioners from being in a position to spot 

signs of potential abuse and raise child concern forms to the relevant authority.  The reduction in protective services, 

coupled with increased stressors on caregivers and heightened vulnerability in some children, means that it is most 

likely that a large amount of exploitation has gone unreported throughout the course of 2020. 

 

 Online vs Contact Offending11 

As has been seen both locally and nationally, the majority of offending takes place online – on forums and chatrooms, 

gaming platforms and social media. 59 per cent of CSE offences committed in South Yorkshire in 2020 were linked to 

online offending. 

 

There was not a notable increase in cyber offending in 2020 compared to 2019, although there was a decrease in 

contact offences compared to 2019 so online offending made up a higher proportion of the total. This is likely to have 

been intensified by the coronavirus pandemic, with both children and perpetrators spending more time online, thereby 

 
10 Understanding the Child Sexual Exploitation of Boys and Young Men (Reconstruct Research, September 2016) 
11 Samples mentioned in this section relate to a dip sample of 54 crimes with positive online indicator (42 per cent of all online crimes) 
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creating increased opportunities for offending. This increased reliance on technology has also led to changing trends in 

online abuse – nationally 2020 saw a 77 per cent increase in self-generated indecent images compared to 2019 and 

over 80 per cent of these images were created by children aged 11-13 years.12  This pattern has been reflected in South 

Yorkshire, where analysis of a sample of online CSE crimes revealed 50 per cent related to sharing of self-generated 

images. With half of ten-year olds now owning a smartphone13, it has become more important than ever to teach young 

children and parents/carers how to stay safe online – resources such as the Child Exploitation and Online Protection 

Command can be utilised to provide age-appropriate resources to educate children about online safety at each stage 

of their development. Each LSCP has a child exploitation sub-group which brings together partners and has a delivery 

plan to prevent, protect and pursue. 

 

There has also been an increase in the incidence of blackmail as a tool used by offenders to coerce children into 

engaging in sexual activity or sharing images of themselves. Although crime reports recorded as blackmail remain low, 

analysis suggests this is far more widespread; threats and/or blackmail were described by victims from 17 per cent of 

online CSE offences that were dip sampled14.  

 
Perpetrators target victims on a large number of platforms and most will have a presence on numerous platforms at 

once; they may engage the victim on a more public forum, such as a chatroom, and convince them to move on to more 

private messaging applications. A sample of online crimes in 2020 identified 20 different platforms used to target 

children, with the top three being Snapchat (37 per cent), Instagram (22 per cent) and Facebook (including Messenger) 

(13 per cent); this is in line with the reported main social media apps used by 12-15 year-olds15. 

 

The Government response to the Online Harms White Paper (2019) was published in December 2020 and details plans 

to ensure technology companies are held accountable for the content hosted on their platforms with the announcement 

of the 2021 Online Safety Bill. This legislation will apply to any company in the world that serves UK-based users and 

aims to establish a duty of care for companies to identify and remove harmful content16; this has implications for online 

Child Exploitation and Abuse (CSEA), grooming and live streaming of abuse. 

 

 Models of CSE 

As per the models outlined in fig. 1, analysis has been completed to develop an understanding of which models are 

commonly seen across South Yorkshire. Assessment of a sample17 of crimes committed in 2020 found that the most 

common model was online (48 per cent), as would be expected. Inappropriate relationships accounted for 24 per cent 

of offences and peer abuse accounted for a further 10 per cent. However, it should be noted that the models were 

applied as a best fit according to the information available in the investigation summary and therefore should be used 

as an indicator rather than an evidence base. Furthermore, there are many factors which will influence the accuracy 

and understanding of the models operating: 

 

• Most CSE goes unreported, either for a prolonged period of time, or indefinitely. 

• Victims are likely to be intimidated by their abusers and may be unwilling to disclose the full extent of what has 

happened to them. Some children, especially those who have experience of the police and criminal justice 

system, do not have faith in the system and are unlikely to disclose abuse through fear of repercussions from 

their abuser(s). 

• Inappropriate relationships may be more frequently identified because it is easier to do so based on often limited 

information. There may be cases where other models are also at play but professionals are unaware of this 

element of the relationship. 

 

 Suspects 

Suspects were identified in 64 per cent of CSE offences committed in 2020 across South Yorkshire. Analysis of those 

suspects demonstrates that suspects were mainly male (63 per cent) and aged 13-15 (25 per cent). Ethnicities were 

recorded in 60 per cent of suspect’s profiles; where recorded, suspects were commonly white (86 per cent) with 8 per 

cent recorded as black and 6 per cent Asian.  

 

 
12 Internet Watch Foundation  
13 Media use and attitudes report – Ofcom (February 2019) 
14 54 crimes with an online indicator. 
15 Media use and attitudes report – Ofcom (February 2019) 
16 https://www.computerweekly.com/news/252493664/UK-government-unveils-details-of-upcoming-online-harms-bill 
17 Dip sample of 67 (31 per cent) crimes recorded with committed date in 2020. 
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There is a link between offending and the vulnerability of suspects with a vulnerability being recorded for over half of 

suspects which include self-harm and suicide. In addition, substance misuse was also a vulnerability factor identified 

across suspects, with the exception of Doncaster. Further detail is outlined in sections 4.2, 5.2, 6.2 and 7.2 of this report. 

 

It is important to ensure that CSE perpetrators are offered appropriate support services to help reduce re-offending. 

 

 Victims 

Victims of CSE (where offences were committed in 2020) in South Yorkshire were mostly female (75%), most commonly 

aged 13-15 (51%), indicating that education and awareness should be targeted to children as they begin secondary 

school to equip them with the tools to recognise potential abusers and give them confidence to report concerns to a 

trusted adult. Ethnicities were recorded in 61% of victim profiles and of these, 92% were white. 

 

Almost a quarter of children subject to CSE in 2020 had recorded poor mental health, including depression, anxiety, 

self-harm and PTSD. Further district breakdowns are outlined in sections 4.2, 5.2, 6.2 and 7.2 of this report.   

 

As to be expected across the Force, most suspects were known to victims. Where the suspect was a stranger to the 

victim the offences were primarily linked to online abuse, again highlighting the ease with which offenders can target 

victims in the online environment.  

 
 Child Abduction Warning Notices 

 

Fig.4 shows the volume of Child Abduction Warning Notices issues between 2017 and 2020. 

 

The use of Child abduction warning notices (CAWNs) continues to increase yearly; with a 34 per cent increase recorded 

in 2020 compared to 2019.  

 

CAWNs are intended as a disruption tool to prevent inappropriate contact by adults with children who might be at risk 

of harm as a result of their relationship. Between 5th December 2017 and 31st December 2020, only 10 individuals who 

had been issued with a warning notice were also suspects in offences of child abduction; this equates to 6 per cent of 

CAWN recipients breaching the conditions of the notice, which suggests that they are a very effective tool.   

 

 Online Child Activist Groups (OCAGs) 

OCAG incidents are not considered as Child Sexual Exploitation due to the absence of a genuine victim, however, there 

is clearly intent from offenders who engage in sexual communication, and attempt to meet, children under 18. In 2020 

there were 41 recorded OCAG incidents in South Yorkshire, the highest volume being in Sheffield (34 per cent), followed 

by Doncaster (24 per cent), Barnsley (22 per cent) and Rotherham (20 per cent). Sheffield may attract a higher 

proportion of incidents due to being the largest travel hub within the Force area. The most common platform/application 

used was Facebook (13), followed by KIK (3) and ROMEO (3). Neither of the latter two apps were highlighted in crime 

data as a common application, potentially suggesting different trends in the Modus Operandi (MO) used by offenders 
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looking to facilitate contact abuse. There were 2318 OCAGs recorded as having conducted a “sting” in 2020, giving an 

indication of the large scale of paedophile hunter groups active across the UK 

 

 Barnsley 

 District Information 2020 

 

- 42 crimes recorded (19 per cent of force total) 

- 59 PIRs received (11 per cent of force total)  

- 37 referrals made (16 per cent of force total) 

- 26 CAWNs (29 per cent of force total) 

- There have been 27 victims recorded. 27 per cent male, 69 per cent female, four per cent unknown. 58 per cent 

of these victims have been white and 42 per cent are ethnicity unknown. All were aged between four and 17 

years-old.  

- There have been 21 suspects recorded. 71 per cent male, five per cent female and 24 per cent unknown gender. 

33 percent’s ethnicity is unknown, 62 per cent were white and 5 per cent were Asian. These perpetrators were 

aged between 12 and 53-years-old.  

- Barnsley has had 152 missing incidents recorded. 

 

 

 Victim and Suspect Vulnerability 

 

 
18 Based on individual OCAG names recorded 
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Fig.5 shows the vulnerabilities seen in victims and suspects in Barnsley during 2020. 

 

 Doncaster 

 District information 2020  

 
- 33 crimes recorded (15 per cent of force total) 

- 57 PIRs received (11 per cent of force total) 

- 22 referrals made (10 per cewnt of force total) 

- 17 CAWNs (19 per cent of force total) 

- There have been 21 vicitms recorded, aged between seven and 15. 24 per cent of them were male, 71 per cent 

female and five per cent unknown. 48 per cent are listed as unknown ethnicity and 52 per cent were white.  

- There have been 22 suspects recorded, aged between 11 and 58-years-old. 55 per cent were male, 27 per cent 

female and 16 per cent are listed as gender unknown. 73 per cent are listed as ethnicity unknown, 23 per cent 

were white and 5 per cent were Asian.  

- Doncaster has had 177 missing incidents recorded.  
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 Victim and Suspect Vulnerability 
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Fig.6 shows the vulnerabilities seen in victims and suspects in Doncaster during 2020. 

 

 Rotherham 

 District information 2020  

 
- 67 crimes recorded (30 per cent of force total) 

- 194 PIRs received (38 per cent of force total) 

- 103 referrals made (45 per cent of force total) 

- 8 CAWNs (nine per cent of force total) 

- 40 victims were identified in Rotherham, aged between seven and 17-years-old. 17 per cent are recorded as 

being male, 78 per cent are female, and five per cent have no gender recorded. 32 per cent have no ethnicity 

recorded and 68 per cent are recorded as being white.  

- 45 suspects are recorded in Rotherham, aged between 11 and 59-years-old. 53 per cent are recorded as being 

male, 45 per cent as female, and 2 per cent have no gender recorded. 27 per cent have no ethncity recorded, 

71 per cent were white and two per cent were Asian.  

- Rotherham had 99 missing incidents recorded.  
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 Victim and Suspect Vulnerability 

 

 

 
 

 

Fig.7 shows the vulnerabilities seen in victims and suspects in Rotherham during 2020. 

 

 

 Sheffield 

 District Overview 2020 

 
- 69 crimes have been recorded (31 per cent of the force total)  

- 184 PIRS received (36 per cent of the force total)  

- 51 referrals made (22 per cent of the force total)  

- 39 CAWNS (42 per cent of force total) 

- 49 victims have been recorded, aged between nine and 17-years-old. 20% are recorded as being male, 78% 

female and 2 per cent are recorded as unknown. 35 per cent have unknown ethnicity recorded, 55 per cent 

were white, 8 per cent were white and 2 per cent were Black.  

- 43 suspects have been recorded, aged between 10 and 50-years-old. 67 per cent were recorded as male and 

34 per cent as female. 37 per cent are recorded as having unknown ethnicity, 44 per cent as white, 7 per cent 

Asian and 12 per cent Black.  

- Sheffield had 548 missing incidents recorded.  
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 Victim and Suspect Vulnerability  

 

 
 

 
 

 

Fig.8 shows the vulnerabilities seen in victims and suspects in Sheffield during 2020. 

 



FOR PUBLIC USE 

17 

 

 Missing Persons 

 Force volumes and overview 

The current missing persons system used by South Yorkshire Police in 2020 restricted analysis with regards to CSE. 
However, the Force has committed to implementing a new system in 2021 to address this. 

 
 

Children involved in these missing incidents were 

predominantly female (74 per cent) compared to male (26 

per cent) as a Force, however, this proportion varied 

between districts, with boys accounting for 41 per cent in 

Barnsley, compared with just 12 per cent in Rotherham.  

 

Most children were aged between 14 and 16, 

demonstrating the high level of vulnerability in this age 

group. This also matches the victim profile for victims of 

CSE and therefore missing incidents should be treated as 

potential opportunities for prevention and disruption of 

CSE offending. 

 

As demonstrated opposite missing persons were largely 

of white ethnicity, followed by black and Asian.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 How long do children go missing? 

Most commonly, children are found or return home within 7 hours, although 1 in 5 missing episodes in 2020 lasted more 

than 24 hours. This pattern is largely similar across each of the districts, although for Rotherham and Doncaster, missing 

episodes lasting over 24 hours were slightly 

higher, at 27 per cent and 25 per cent 

respectively.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 How can you help 

You can help us put a stop to CSE. There are a number of signs that a child is being exploited. Often, the behavioural 

signs appear before the physical ones do. Early signs to look for are: 

- Becoming isolated or withdrawn from social networks and not mixing with their usual friends 

- Regularly coming home late or going missing from home 

- Exclusion or repeated unexplained absences from school 

- Becoming involved in crime or repeat offending 
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- Being defensive and aggressive when asked where they have been and what they have been doing 

- Becoming secretive or withdrawn 

- Being in possession of unexplained money or receiving expensive gifts such as designer clothes or a new 

mobile phone. 

 

If you have any concerns that a child is at risk of exploitation, please contact police on 101 or through Crimestoppers 

anonymously on 0800 555 111. If it’s an emergency, always call 999. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


