
24th June 2019 
 
 
Freedom of Information Request – Reference No:20191235 
 
REQUEST 
 
I would like to make a Freedom of Information request. 
 
Could you please provide details of how much it cost your force to police football 
matches in the 2018/19 season (between August 1, 2018 and June 1, 2019). Could you 
please break down the information by match providing for each one: 

• The date 
• The teams involved 
• The amount the match cost the force to police 
• The amount charged to the club 
• The number of officers covering the match 
• The police's estimate of the attendance, if available.  

CLARIFICATION 

Much of a cost of policing a football match is done within normal policing duties and not 
recorded.  While we record if an Officer worked Overtime this would not give the full cost or 
include normal policing duties.  To attempt to retrieve the data would exceed the 18hr rule 
allowed by the FOI Act, as each officers records would need to be checked to get the hours 
worked and cost etc. 

Recent work completed by our Deputy Chief Constable Mark Roberts, who is the National 
Lead in this subject area can be found on the Info graphic attached and I have also provided 
the following link to the South Yorkshire Police website where more local information can be 
found. 

https://www.southyorkshire.police.uk/find-out/news/2018/june/the-cost-of-policing-football-in-
south-yorkshire/ 

FROM THE REQUESTER 
 
I would be happy with just the amount that the force charged the club for each match. 
The BBC submitted a similar request last year which SYP provided figures for. For 
example, Sheff Utd v Barnsley on 19/08/17 was attended by 25,482 fans with the home 
club being charged £42,294.  
 
REFINED REQUEST after clarification. 
 
I would be happy with just the amount that the force charged the club for each match 
 
 
 
RESPONSE 
 
I approached our Finance Unit for assistance with your request.  They have provided me 
with the details below and the breakdown on the attached spreadsheet. 
 

https://www.southyorkshire.police.uk/find-out/news/2018/june/the-cost-of-policing-football-in-south-yorkshire/
https://www.southyorkshire.police.uk/find-out/news/2018/june/the-cost-of-policing-football-in-south-yorkshire/


TOTAL Amount Invoiced to all Clubs 2018-2019 
Doncaster     67,648.53     
Barnsley     73,748.61     
Rotherham   142,943.31     
Sheffield United   221,934.34     
Sheffield Wednesday   217,285.87     
   723,560.66     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


