
Any knife which has a blade which opens automatically from either the closed position to the fully opened 
position, or from a partially opened position to the fully opened position, by manual pressure applied to a 
button, spring or other device in or attached to the knife:

Following changes to the Offensive Weapons Act 2019, it is now illegal to possess any of the following 
weapons in public and in private.

A private place is defined as a place other than:
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APPENDIX 2 

 
OFFENSIVE WEAPONS ACT: OFFENSIVE WEAPONS 

 
The following offensive weapons may be surrendered under this scheme. 

 
1.  Flick knife 

Any knife which has a blade which opens automatically from either the closed position to the fully 

opened position, or from a partially opened position to the fully opened position, by manual 

pressure applied to a button, spring or other device in or attached to the knife: 

 
(a) Traditional flick knife with handle button  

 

 
(b) Modern ‘automatic’ knives using a switch  

 

 
 
(c)  Historical flick knife 

 

 

 
 

Offensive Weapons Act 2019
Offensive Weapons

Traditional flick knife with handle button
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(c)  Historical flick knife 
 

 
 
 

Modern ‘automatic’ knives using a switch

Historical flick knife

SwitchbladeOWA Surrender & Compensation Scheme Operational Guidance 
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(c)  Historical flick knife 
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(d) switchblade 
 

 
 

 
 
2.  Gravity knife 
Any knife which has a blade which is released from the handle or sheath thereof by the force of 
gravity or the application of centrifugal force and which, when released, is locked in place by 
means of a button, spring, lever, or other device. 
 
(a) Modern German paratrooper knife, Soligen made. 
 

 
 
 
(b)  Original Luftwaffe gravity knife, WWII   

 

Flick knife

• a public place

• school premises

• further education premises, or

• a prison



Reproduction German Luftwaffe gravity knife

A blade with a cutting edge; a serrated edge; and images or words (whether on the blade or 
handle) that suggest that it is to be used for the purpose of violence

“Zombie knives” Serrated Knife/machete

Zombie knives (or ‘zombie killer knives or ‘zombie slayer knives):OWA Surrender & Compensation Scheme Operational Guidance 
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(d) switchblade 
 

 
 

 
 
2.  Gravity knife 
Any knife which has a blade which is released from the handle or sheath thereof by the force of 
gravity or the application of centrifugal force and which, when released, is locked in place by 
means of a button, spring, lever, or other device. 
 
(a) Modern German paratrooper knife, Soligen made. 
 

 
 
 
(b)  Original Luftwaffe gravity knife, WWII   

 

Any knife which has a blade which is released from the handle or sheath thereof by the force of 
gravity or the application of centrifugal force and which, when released, is locked in place by 
means of a button, spring, lever, or other device.

Modern German paratrooper knife, 
Soligen made

Original Luftwaffe gravity knife, WWII
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(b)  Original Luftwaffe gravity knife, WWII   

 

Gravity knife



A sword with a curved blade of 50 centimetres or over in length; and for these purposes, the length of the 
blade is the straight line distance from the top of the handle to the tip of the blade.

A straight, side-handled or friction-lock truncheon (sometimes known as a baton).

Katana style swords

Side-handled truncheon Standard modern ASP friction baton

Replica/military style curved swords

Curved sword

Baton

A weapon with a handle, a blade with two or more cutting edges, each of which forms a helix, and a sharp 
point at the end of the blade.

Cyclone knife

Cyclone knife or spiral knife Cyclone knife’ or ‘spiral knife’



Straight baton

Boker Plus ceramic blade knife

Martial Arts Tonfa

Cold steel plastic (Zytel) knife

Straight baton

A knife or spike, which has a blade, or sharp point, made from a material that is not readily detectable 
by apparatus used for detecting metal and which is not designed for domestic use or for use in the 
processing, preparation or consumption of food or as a toy.O
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 (f)  M
artial Arts Tonfa  

 

 
  

7.  Stealth knife 
A knife or spike, w

hich has a blade, or sharp point, m
ade from

 a m
aterial that is not readily 

detectable by apparatus used for detecting m
etal and w

hich is not designed for dom
estic use or for 

use in the processing, preparation or consum
ption of food or as a toy. 

 
(a)  Boker Plus ceram

ic blade knife  

 

 
  

(b)  C
old steel plastic (Zytel) knife  

 
 

Stealth knife

WW2 era OSS telescopic truncheon German WWI SIPO spring baton



Ring knives Lipstick knives

Key knives Pen knives

Knuckledusters

A band of metal or other hard material worn on one or more fi ngers, and designed to cause injury, and any 
weapon incorporating a knuckleduster.

Disguised or novelty versions, such as the 
electric Piezo lighter with fl ick knife.

Comb knives

Any knife which has a concealed blade or concealed sharp point and is designed to appear to be an 
everyday object of a kind commonly carried on the person or in a handbag, briefcase, or other hand 
luggage (such as a comb, brush, writing instrument, cigarette lighter, key, lipstick or telephone). Examples 
(not defi nitive) below.

Disguised knives



WW2 era military knuckledusters

Swordstick

A hollow walking-stick or cane containing a blade which may be used as a sword.

Basic ‘novelty’ swordstick Early/mid-20th century examples of 
swordsticks

Combination ‘Knuckle-Knives’ – combining a 
knuckleduster with a knife blade.

Combination ‘Knuckle-Knives’ – combining a 
knuckleduster with a knife blade.

Standard knuckledusters High-end knuckledusters



Handclaw

Belt buckle knife

A band of metal or other hard material from which a number of sharp spikes protrude and worn around the 
hand.

A buckle which incorporates or conceals a knife.

Handclaw

Basic belt-buckle knives

‘Wolverine’ inspired handclaws or based upon 
the traditional Japanese Tekko Kagi.

‘Insert’ type of belt-buckle knife

Modern ‘high end’ sword-sticks/sword-canes



WWII SOE Push dagger Traditional Indian push-dagger/KatarTraditional Indian push-dagger/Katar

Hollow kubotan

A cylindrical container containing a number of sharp spikes.

Standard ‘push dagger’ Combination Kubotan with blade

Push dagger

A knife the handle of which fi ts within a clenched fi st and the blade of which protrudes from between two 
fi ngers.

Standard ‘push dagger’ WW2 era/military/vintage push daggers



Shuriken (also known as ‘shaken’ or ‘death star’)

Balisong (also known as ‘butterfl y knife’)

A hard non-fl exible plate having three or more sharp radiating points and designed to be thrown.

A blade enclosed by its handle, which is designed to split down the middle, without the operation of a 
spring or other mechanical means, to reveal the blade.

Shuriken

Modern balisong/butterfl y knife Vintage WWII

Footclaw

A bar of metal or other hard material from which a number of sharp spikes protrude and worn strapped to 
the foot.

Standard ‘push dagger’



Blowpipe (or ‘blow gun’)

Kusari gama

A hollow tube out of which hard pellets or darts are shot by the use of breath.

A length of rope, cord, wire or chain fastened at one end to a sickle.

Blowpipe

Kusari gama

Telescopic truncheon

A truncheon which extends automatically by hand pressure applied to a button, spring or other device in 
or attached to its handle.

Telescopic truncheon



Kyoketsu shoge

A length of rope, cord, wire or chain fastened at one end to a hooked knife.

29
27

Kyoketsu shoge

Kusari (or manrikigusari):

A length of rope, cord, wire or chain fastened at each end to a hard weight or hand grip.

Martial arts grade Kusari Traditionally made’ higher quality replicas


